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What'’s Going On?

City Enhances Street Maintenance Program

Since the beginning of FY 2002,
the City of College Station has en-
gaged in efforts to more aggres-
sively maintain city streets. The
FY 2002 Budget included re-
sources to add a 3 member street
maintenance crew, a pot-hole
patch truck and truck operator,
and dollars to expand the City’s
sealcoating operation.

These efforts have had very posi-
tive results for streets within the
City. In particular, the expansion %
of the sealcoating operation, which %
involves applying a liquid adhesive &g,
and a layer of stone to the street, m
has allowed the Streets Mainte-
nance Division of the Public Works
Department to repair and improve
more lane miles. On average, the
cost of sealcoating city street is
approximately half the cost of tra-
ditional asphalt overlay.

Park and Open Space Master Plan Public Hearing

The College Station Parks and the public were wel- 1101 S. Texas Avenue. The

In short, the in-
creased use of the
sealcoating, a new
pot-hole patch truck
and operator, and an
additional street
maintenance crew
has been a noticea-
bly higher caliber of
street within the city.

By doing less of the
more expensive over-
lays and more the
cheaper, but effective,
sealcoat and by in-
creasing the budget al-
lotment for sealcoating,
the city has been able
to significantly increase
lane miles resurface
annually.

Recreation Advisory Board
held a public hearing concern-
ing revisions to the Recrea-
tion, Park and Open Space
Master Plan. The hearing was
held on Tuesday, January 14,
2003, during a regular meet-
ing of the Advisory Board. The
meeting convened at 7:00 p.
m. at the EXIT Teen Center at
1600 Rock Prairie Road.

The meeting was open to the
public, and comments from

come. Copies of the
Plan are available for
review at the College
Station Public Library at
1818 Harvey Mitchell
Parkway South, the
Bryan Public Library at
201 East 26th Street in
Bryan, the Parks and
Recreation Department
at 1000 Krenek .and the
Development Services
Department at City Hall,

Plan will also be available for
review on the Internet at: http://
pard.ci.college-station.tx.us/MP/.
Interested persons may respond
by sending written comments
to:

College Station Parks and Rec-
reation Department

P.O. Box 9960

College Station, Tx 77842-9960
Call Kristin Lehde at 764-3414
for additional information.



The City of College Station's Lincoln
Center and Parks & Recreation De-
partment presented the annual Mar-
tin Luther King Celebration and Mu-
sical Tribute, " A Dream Deferred,

Revisited," on Saturday, January 18.

The celebration took place at the
Lincoln Center, located at 1000 EI-
eanor Street in College Station.
The guest speaker was Dr. Felecia
Scott, Director of Multicultural Ser-
vices at Texas A&M University,
along with special guests TAMU's
Voices of Praise, the St. Paul Bap-
tist Church's Men Choir of Marshall,
Texas, and End Time Missionary
Pentecostal Church of Bryan.

Additional program guests included
the Concerned Black Men of the
Brazos Valley and the Brazos Valley
Boys and Girls Club Lincoln Unit
youth.

Additionally, Lincoln Teens Supreme
Keystone Club conducted their an-
nual National MLK community ser-
vice project earlier that day empha-
sizing diversity and freedom. For in-
formation regarding Teen Supreme
Keystones, a character and leader-
ship development project through
Boys and Girls Club of America,
contact Neal Donovan at 979-764-
6244.

Christmas in the Park is a Huge Success

The College Station Parks
and Recreation Department
recent completed it 18th an-
nual Christmas in the Park
season. This year’s festivi-
ties were kicked off with a
lighting ceremony in which
more than 2000 cups of hot
cocoa and 4000 cookies
were served to the crowd in
attendance. The Parks and
Recreation Department esti-
mates that there was ap-
proximately 130,000 visitors
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Martin Luther King Celebration at the Lincoln Center

Alpha Kappa Alpha (A.K.A)
Sorority of Texas A&M Uni-
versity celebrated MLK Day
at the Lincoln Recreation
Center as well. A.K.A.
members spent the after-
noon inspiring Lincoln Cen-
ter youth and stressing the
importance of education
through storytelling as part
of the annual “Take a Day
on and not a Day off” pro-
gram.

All events were free to the
public.

to Central Park this Christ-
mas season. This year’s
season also included sev-
eral open house nights
which included live enter-
tainment, free refreshments,
hay rides, and visits with
Santa.

Festivities also included a
“Howliday Pet Contest”
which include such catego-
ries as pet/owner look-a-
like, best costume, rudolph
look-a-like, most unusual
pet, and best trick.
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Christmas Tree Recycling Efforts A Major Success

The Cities of College Station
and Bryan, in conjunction with
the 4-H Club, recycled 2,257
Christmas trees this year. The
goal of this annual recycling
event is to save space in the
landfill by diverting the trees to
other uses, and to help educate
the public on year round recy-
cling efforts.

On Saturday, January 4, the
Brazos County 4-H Equestrian
Club and the College Station
Forestry Division took in 478
Christmas trees at Central
Park. On the same day in
Haswell Park, the 4-H Club and
the Bryan Sanitation Division
took in 425 trees. In addition,

for a two-week period after Christ-
mas, both cities’ Sanitation Divi-
sions picked up Christmas trees
on their normal yard waste routes
(duplex and single family resi-
dences) and collected a total of
1,017 trees in College Station and
337 in Bryan.

The trees taken in at Central Park
were chipped on site, and spread
throughout the picnic area by the
ponds, and the trees accepted at
Haswell Park were taken to the
compost facility. The chips will
help alleviate soil compaction
caused by foot traffic, reduce soil
erosion and will provide nutrients
to the soil.

Texas Avenue Crossing Redevelopment

Texas Avenue Crossing, formerly
known as Redmond Terrace Shop-
ping Center will be redeveloped by
Brad Sondock with the Houston
based Retail Properties Group.
The property to be redeveloped is
located at the southwest corner of

| George Bush Drive and Texas Ave-
nue. The structure, which was
originally built in the 1960's, is cur-
rently undergoing demolition. Upon

Kudos for the Aquatics Division of the PARD

The College Station Parks and Rec-
reation Department was recently
honored with two awards at the
Texas Public Pool Conference. The
first award designated the College
Station Aquatics program as
“Agency of the Year” in the state
for aquatic operations for 2002. In
addition, College Station’s Aquatics
Supervisor, Vera Solis, was honored
with the “Cindy Hallaran Award’
for her “unselfish devotion and sig-
nificant contributions in service to

the Aquatic Profession.”

Each year, the Texas Public Pool
Council identifies operations and
facilities that “demonstrate effec-
tive quality aquatics program-
ming.” Thisyear College Station
was recognized as the top depart-
ment for cities with a population
between 50,001 to 99,999. Col-
lege Station operates four swim-
ming pools throughout the year
with a predominately seasonal,
part-time staff. This award would
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Prior to the recycling project,
Christmas tree lot operators noti-
fied both cities’ of the chance to
dispose of left over stock at no
cost at the compost facility. Roll-
off containers were made avail-
able to some tree lots at their re-
guest.

The sponsors of the event were
Keep Brazos Beautiful, the
Bryan/College Station Eagle, the
Texas Forest Service, the Bra-
zos County 4-H Equestrian Club
and Brazos Valley Solid Waste
Management Agency.

For more information call Ross
Albrecht, College Station For-
estry Superintendent, at 764-
3486.

completion, the center will feature ap-
proximately 80,000 square feet includ-
ing a Bed Bath & Beyond store, addi-
tional parking on the roof, and land-
scaping improvements. Both the De-
velopment Services and Economic De-
velopment departments played keys
roles in working through various devel-
opment issues that existed due to the
age of the property. Redevelopment is
expected to be complete by Fall 2003.

not have been possible without their
dedication and commitment on adaily
basis.
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Local Sales Tax Receipts

The City collected $ 1,034,521.08 for
the month of December, 5.80% above
the same month last year. The Decem-
ber receipts are for sales that occurred
in November. Sales tax collections for
FY 03 YTD are $3,454,823.94 or 3.95%
above FY 02 collections.

Sales tax receipts are higher than the
same month last year. Sales tax re-
ceipts have increased by 4.3% when
comparing the last 12 months to the
previous 12 months. This is positive
given the overall statewide decline in
sales tax revenues.

Over the last 8 years sales tax growth
has averaged 5.65% per year. In FY 03
and in the five year financial forecast,
sales tax is projected to grow on aver-
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age by 3-5% annually. Hence, reviewed given the statewide
the current growth rate is in line d€cline in sales tax revenues.
with growth projections. These

projections will be closely

Neighborhood Outreach

As part of the Neighborhood Neighborhood Services ment related topic. The
Partnership Program, the will sponsor one Seminar  first supper is slated for
Neighborhood Services Di- Supper each month on the February 4th, and the
vision of the Development  first Tuesday of the Month  theme will be

Services Department will at 6:00pm. These semi- “Deciphering the Devel-
begin hosting monthly nars are targeted toward opment Review Process.
Seminar Suppers at the Neighborhood and Home-  Future seminar topics will
College Station Conference owners’ Associations and  be developed by program
Center on George Bush. will feature some develop- participants.

The purpose of these meet-
ings is to educate members
of the community on a vari-
ety of topic of interest City

of College Station residents. |
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Coming Soon: Unified Development Ordinance

What is it?

The Unified Development Ordi-
nance (UDO) will combine all of the
City's development codes into a
single document. The College Sta-
tion City Council and Planning &
Zoning Commission are currently
considering the UDO for adoption.
The first public hearing concerning
the UDO was held January 16,
2003 at the Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting.

Why is it important?

Because it establishes standards
that will assure quality development
for years to come. These stan-
dards, over time, will literally
change the face of College Station
through new development. Updated
standards include landscaping,
parking, buffering, signs and mate-
rials requirements. It also outlines
the local development requirements
and review processes.

The UDO does not...

Regulate licensing or operational
issues such as alcohol permits,
rental regulations and general
hours of operation. Behavioral is-
sues such as loud parties, parking
restrictions and dumpster patrol are
also outside the scope of the UDO.

How will it affect property own-
ers in College Station?

The good news is most property
owners in College Station won'’t be
directly affected by the UDO be-
cause the majority of the regula-
tions pertain to new development or
the redevelopment of land.

However, the UDO’s Resi-
dential Protection Standards
will help maintain the char-
acter and integrity of exist-
ing neighborhoods. Such
standards include:

- Height limitations for
commercial develop-
ments that are adjacent
to existing neighbor-
hoods;

Buffering standards be-
tween residential and
commercial uses; and
Similar lot size and front
yard setbacks for new
development in older
neighborhoods.

A little background...

In 1999, the City began con-
solidating all development-
related codes and modern-
izing existing development
regulations. This has been
joint effort by the City and
community for three years,
which has included more
than 30 meetings with vari-
ous stakeholders, such as
property owners, neighbor-
hood associations, develop-
ers, engineers, architects
and citizens. Now we are
glad to report the final draft
is available. The UDO draft
includes the City's Zoning
Ordinance, Subdivision
Regulations and Driveway
Ordinance.

More information

The following is a schedule
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of upcoming public hearings in which
citizens will be able to voice com-
ments or concerns. All public hear-
ings will be held in the College Sta-
tion City Hall Council Chambers at
1101 Texas Avenue in College Sta-
tion (next to Chili's).

February 6, 2003 at 6:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning

February 27, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.
City Council

March 13, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.
City Council

Complete copies of the UDO and fact
sheets are available on the College
Station Development Services web
site at http://devservices.ci.college-
station.tx.us. or contact Development
Services directly at (979) 764-3570.
Also, City’s cable channel, channel
19, will feature information related to
the UDO throughout the day. The
video will help to educate homeown-
ers, developers, and other interested
parties. The video features informa-
tion regarding the formation of the
UDO. The video also highlights the
key components of the UDO.
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Shining Moments

GIS Technician, Cathy Raney, gave a presentation to the
students of Timber Academy. According to Dr. Leslie
Schueckler, principal for Timber Academy, Raney was able
to show the student how important an understanding of geog-
raphy really is and was able to stimulate their interest. Dr.
Schueckler also expressed her appreciation for the time and
energy devoted to putting this presentation together..

A Foxfire resident wrote a letter of appreciation to the
Drainage Maintenance Division for there prompt response to
his request to remove 3 big tree trunks that had washed into
a culvert. According to the resident, Cliff Arnold and Hur-
bert Dittfurth responded within minutes of his call into the
city. The resident also wanted to that thank Cliff and Hur-
bert for being “courteous, accommodating, and professional.” .
Afsaneh Yazadani has received several complimentary notes
regarding her work on the Park and Recreation Calendar
from both city employees and members of the community. Dr.
Linda Parrish, Texas A&M Regent Professor, wrote to say
that she found the calendar “informative and attractive”.

Dr. Parrish indicated that she “was particularly taken with
the lovely photographs of the various interesting sites and peo-
ple in our city”.

Highway 30/60 Corridor Infrastructure Project

Infrastructure development for
the Highway 30/60 Corridor
project is currently underway.
This project is designed to ac-
commodate the hotel/
conference center project in ad-
dition to development in the en-
tire corridor. The Phase | bid
was awarded by City Council
on July 22, 2002 and construc-
tion is expected to be complete
in February. Thisphasein-
cludes extending an 18" water
line from Earl Rudder Freeway
to just past the 55 acre hotel/
conference center/corporate of-

fice site. The Phase I-A infra
structure bid is expected to
be considered by City Coun-
cil in April. Thisphasein-
cludes construction of Cop-
perfield Parkway which will
connect Copperfield Drive to
Linda Lane, water and waste-
water lines, gas, electric, and
sidewaks. Phasel-Bis
slated for completion in Oc-
tober 2003. Phase I-B of the
project is still under design
and includes sidewalks, land-
scaping, lighting, and entry-
way features.




